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A Mixed-up World?

This activity asks you to examine the ideologies and values in society in relation to the way we treat animals.  You should explore the anomalies and, in a lively magazine-style format, try to explain why these occur.

Why don’t we eat badger burgers?  Why do we share our homes with dogs but not pigs?  It doesn’t make a lot of sense, does it?

Why do we love robins but call pigeons ‘vermin’?  Why do we hold a hatred for veal crates and still happily consume milk, the production of which also produces a calf that is often sent to the very crates we loath?  And the thought of wearing cat fur is appalling but mink doesn’t seem so bad.  Or does it?

We know pigs and chickens are intelligent beings, capable of feeling pain and with desires and unique personalities all of their own.  But we still lock them in cages ignoring their suffering and look on the bacon and eggs on our plate as somehow entirely separate from all that pain. 

Our society seems a little confused on the issue of animals and how to treat them.  Do you agree or do you think society’s attitude it entirely logical and that we treat all animals in accordance with our needs, whatever they may be?

Write an article for a magazine in which you explore this interesting area and try to find an explanation for society’s complex attitude to animals.








