Subject: Request for Vegan-Inclusive Alternatives to Heart Dissection
Dear [Headteacher’s Name],
[I/we] [am/are] writing to enquire about the heart dissection activity planned for Year 6 and to discuss how the school intends to accommodate vegan learners during these lessons. As you may be aware, the principles of inclusion apply to all learners, and ethical veganism is a protected belief under the Equality Act 2010. Schools have legal duties, including under the Public Sector Equality Duty, to ensure that vegan learners are not placed in a position where they feel excluded or compromised due to their beliefs.
While [I/we] appreciate the educational value of practical science lessons, [Child’s Name] has expressed distress about this dissection and is deeply uncomfortable with the thought of participating. Even being in the same environment while the dissection takes place would cause significant emotional distress. Given this, [I/we] would like to understand what alternative learning opportunities will be provided to ensure an inclusive experience.
Dissection is not a statutory requirement of the KS2 curriculum and given that high-quality videos, virtual dissection software and detailed anatomical models are widely available and used in many schools, [I/we] would appreciate further clarification on how the school intends to ensure that all learners, including those who are vegan, receive an inclusive education in this area.
Additionally, [I/we] would be grateful if you could confirm:
· Whether a final decision has been made regarding the dissection activity.
· Whether the school has considered the potential impacts on equality and inclusivity for this lesson and can explain the grounds for the decision. 
· What alternative provision will be in place to ensure my child receives the same level of academic challenge as their peers.
· Whether prior notice can be given to families about such activities in future to allow for early discussions on inclusivity.
[I/we] appreciate the school’s commitment to inclusion, as reflected in its policies and [I/we] would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter further. [I/we] [am/are] also happy to provide this link to high-quality anatomical models Veterinary Anatomy Models | Canine, Feline, Farm Animal & Equine – AnatomyStuff and direct you to information about free CPD-accredited training on vegan-inclusive education on The Vegan Society website, should this be of interest to the staff.
Thank you for your time and consideration. [I/we] look forward to receiving your response.
Best wishes,
[Your Name/s]
[Your Contact Information]

