
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reform of the Common Agricultural Policy must not hinder the shift towards more plant-
based diets and undermine the Farm to Fork Strategy and the European Green Deal 
  
  

08.10.2020 
  
Dear Member of the European Parliament, 
  
We are writing to you to express our deep concern about proposed amendments to the Commission’s 
proposal for a Regulation establishing a Common Organisation of the Markets (CMOs) in agricultural 
products (2018/0218 COD), which is currently being considered in the European Parliament. 
  
As it presently stands, this CAP report proposed by the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development (AGRI) includes an amendment (Amendment 165) that would effectively ban widely 
accepted and commonly used terms, such as ‘veggie burger’ or ‘plant-based steak’. Another 
amendment (Amendment 171) would further restrict the naming of dairy alternatives by prohibiting 
terms, such as ‘yoghurt style’, ‘alternative to cheese’ or ‘butter substitute’ to describe plant-based dairy 
alternatives. This would directly contradict the EU’s objective within the framework of the European 
Green Deal to create a more sustainable and healthy food system. Encouraging the broader uptake of 
plant-based diets is a key means of achieving the European Commission’s climate change ambitions, 
as well as reducing land use and water use and preventing further global biodiversity decline. 
  
The scientific evidence is clear: industrial animal agriculture is a major contributor to climate change, 
environmental degradation, public health risks, biodiversity loss, and poor animal welfare. In the Farm 
to Fork Strategy, the Commission explicitly acknowledges the need to shift to more plant-based diets 
with less red and processed meats to reduce the risk of life-threatening diseases and decrease the 
environmental footprint of the food system. Moreover, the Commission’s Plant Protein Report notes 
that the market for meat and dairy alternatives is particularly promising, with annual growth rates of 
14% and 11%, respectively. 
 
Yet despite growing consumer demand for plant-based products, overwhelming scientific evidence, 
and the Commission’s clear political ambitions, which all favour the shift towards more plant-based 
diets, the AGRI Committee report goes in the completely opposite direction. 
  
For many years, European consumers have been accustomed to terms such as ‘veggie burger’ or 
‘plant-based steak’, being used to designate plant-based alternatives to meat. To prohibit the use of 
such well-recognised terms is unnecessary and would only serve to confuse consumers and prevent 
them from making informed choices while purchasing products. It also runs the risk of exposing the EU 
to ridicule as a prime example of superfluous and disproportionate regulation of the internal market. 
  
European consumers overwhelmingly favour the use of meat-related terms for plant-based foods. A 
recent survey conducted by BEUC in ten Member States shows that more than 68% of 
consumers support 'meaty' names for plant-based food products, as long as the products are clearly 
labelled as plant-based or vegetarian. Furthermore, petitions against the proposed restrictions have 
already garnered thousands of signatures. 

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0218(COD)&l=en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2019-0198_EN.pdf#page=169
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2019-0198_EN.pdf#page=172
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1576150542719&uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1576150542719&uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2012.02786.x
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/impacts-european-livestock-production-nitrogen-sulphur-phosphorus-and-greenhouse-gas-emissions-land
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/EAT
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol22/iss4/art8/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF#page=14
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF#page=14
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/food-farming-fisheries/plants_and_plant_products/documents/report-plant-proteins-com2018-757-final_en.pdf
http://www.beuc.eu/publications/beuc-x-2020-042_consumers_and_the_transition_to_sustainable_food.pdf#page=35
http://www.beuc.eu/publications/beuc-x-2020-042_consumers_and_the_transition_to_sustainable_food.pdf#page=35
https://proveg.com/stop-the-veggie-burger-ban/


  
Enhancing consumer clarity without jeopardising the EU’s objectives for a healthy and sustainable 
food system remains possible.  
 
For example, we have no objections to requiring the use of qualifiers for non-meat products, such as 
"plant-based" or "vegetarian", while reserving the terms with no qualifiers for meat products. 
Accordingly, "sausages" would have to be made from meat, but "plant-based sausages" could still be 
used for plant-based alternatives. The use of qualifiers simply provides additional clarity to consumers. 
 
We therefore respectfully urge you to oppose amendments 165 and 171 of the Report on the 
European Commission’s proposal for a Regulation establishing a Common Organisation of the 
Markets (CMOs) in agricultural products (2018/0218 COD) during the second plenary session in 
October 2020. 
  
Should a sensible alternative amendment be put forward that would allow the use of meat and dairy 
terms for plant-based products as long as they are clearly labelled by appropriate qualifiers, we 
recommend you to support it. This would also contribute to more coherence between the CAP reform, 
the European Green Deal, and the Farm to Fork Strategy. 
  
We thank you for your kind consideration. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Alex Holst 
Policy Manager 
The Good Food Institute Europe 

Olga Kikou 
Head of Compassion in World 
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Dr Joanna Swabe 
Senior Director of Public Affairs 
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International/Europe 

 

Floriana Cimmarusti 
Secretary General 
Safe Food Advocacy Europe 

Jasmijn de Boo 
Vice President 
ProVeg International 

Ariel Brunner 
Senior Head of Policy 
BirdLife Europe and Central Asia 

 

Ronja Berthold 
Head of Public Affairs 
European Vegetarian Union 

Patrick Ten Brink 
EU Policy Director 
European Environmental Bureau 

Louise Davies 
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The Vegan Society 
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Wendel Trio 
Director 
Climate Action Network Europe 
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