The Vegan Trademark

MISUSE POLICY

1. PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY

This Misuse Policy explains what constitutes unauthorised,
misleading, or improper use of the Vegan Trademark
("the Trademark”).

The Trademark is a registered mark owned by the trademark
owner (The Vegan Society) and licensed to approved parties
under a formal Trademark Licence Agreement. Its use signals
that specific products meet defined vegan quality standards,
including requirements regarding ingredients, animal testing
and production practices.

The scheme is open to participation by any business that
satisfies the applicable Vegan Trademark Standards. Eligibility
criteria is applied on an objective, transparent and non-
discriminatory basis, without unjustified restriction

or preference.

This policy exists to protect:
e Consumers from misleading claims
e Certified licensees who correctly apply the Trademark

e The integrity, goodwill, and legal status of the Trademark

2. WHO THIS POLICY APPLIES TO
This policy applies to:

e Current licensees

e Former licensees

e Applicants for certification

e Retailers, distributors, wholesalers and resellers

e Marketing agencies and third-party publishers

e Any individual or organisation referencing or displaying the
Trademark

It applies across all media, including packaging, labelling,
advertising, websites, social media and press or promotional
materials.

3. OWNERSHIP AND GOODWILL

The Trademark is the exclusive property of the trademark
owner. All goodwill arising from any use of the Trademark
accrues to the owner, not the user.

Nothing in this policy grants ownership rights, registration
rights or rights beyond those expressly permitted under a
valid Trademark Licence Agreement.

4. AUTHORISED USE ONLY

Use of the Vegan Certification Trademark is strictly limited to:

e Products and services expressly listed and approved under
a current licence

e Use that complies with the official Trademark Usage
Guidelines

e Use during an active licence term and within approved
territories

The Trademark must never be used:

e |f a product does not meet the Trademark Standards
e Before approval is granted

e During suspension

o After expiry or termination of a licence

e |In connection with any product or service that does not
meet the standards

Any use outside these limits constitutes misuse.

Authorised User means:
e the Trademark holder, or

e a retailer, distributor, supplier or private label manufacturer
acting with the permission of, or on behalf of, the Brand
Owner, in connection with the certification of specific
products.

5. WHAT CONSTITUTES MISUSE

Misuse includes, but is not limited to, the following.

5.1 Use Without a Valid Licence
e Displaying the Trademark without an active licence

e Continuing to use the Trademark after licence expiry or
termination

e Using the Trademark while an application is pending

5.2 Use on Non Certified Products or Activities
e Applying the Trademark to products not listed in the licence

e Using the Trademark on shared packaging where non
certified products are present

e Applying the Trademark to services, facilities, or entire
businesses unless explicitly licensed

5.3 False, Implied, or Misleading Claims

e Suggesting that an entire brand or company is certified
when only specific products are approved

e Implying endorsement, partnership, or regulatory approval
beyond vegan certification

e Making statements inconsistent with the defined Vegan
Trademark Standards.
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5.4 Incorrect or Altered Use of the Trademark

The Trademark must not be altered in any way. Misuse
includes:

e Changing the wording, typography or shape of the
Trademark

e Incorrect usage of the TM or R versions of the Trademark
e Stretching, distorting, recolouring or redesigning the
Trademark

e Removing any element of the Trademark

e Ignoring minimum size, exclusion zone or clarity
requirements

e This includes the creation or use of derivative, similar,

or “inspired by” symbols or icons that could cause the
Trademark to be mistaken for, or associated with, other marks
or claims

Only the approved versions set out in the Usage Guidelines
may be used.

5.5 Use That Damages the Trademark or

Its Reputation

e Using the Trademark in a way that diminishes its
distinctiveness

e Associating the Trademark with conduct, claims, or
products that conflict with vegan principles

e Associating the Trademark with environmental, ecological
or green claims including any social characteristics except
vegan credentials. (This restriction exists to prevent
consumers from inferring environmental, social, or
sustainability characteristics beyond the certified vegan
criteria).

e Any use likely to bring the trademark owner or the
Trademark into disrepute

6. THIRD-PARTY, RETAILER AND
MEDIA USE

Retailers, distributors, and third parties may refer to the
Trademark only where:

e The reference relates solely to currently certified products
e The use is factual and not misleading

e No implication of ownership, endorsement, or broader
certification is made

e Use of the Trademark by parties not authorised under this
policy remains a breach, even where the underlying product
is certified.

7. MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT

The trademark owner actively monitors use of the Vegan
Certification Trademark.
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Where misuse is identified, action may include:

e Requests for immediate correction or removal

e Suspension or withdrawal of certification

e Termination of the licence agreement

e Public clarification where consumers may be misled

e | egal remedies, including injunctive relief, where necessary

The owner is not required to tolerate misuse and may act
without prejudice to other rights or remedies.

Upon suspension, withdrawal, or termination of certification
for any reason, all rights to use the scheme’s trademarks,
logos, and related intellectual property shall immediately and
irrevocably cease, without notice, and any continued use
shall be deemed unlawful.

Where appropriate, and at its sole discretion, the scheme
operator reserves the right to refer any suspected misuse,
infringement, or breach identified through reports or
investigations to relevant legal, regulatory, or enforcement
authorities.

All actions will be conducted in accordance with our
licencing terms and internal procedures.

8. REPORTING MISUSE

Suspected misuse may be reported by any party.
Reports should include, where possible:

e Name of the business or individual
e Description of the suspected misuse
e Product name(s) or link(s)

e Supporting evidence (images or screenshots)

Contact

misuse@vegansociety.com

Subject line: Trademark Misuse Report

All reports are treated confidentially in accordance with our

Privacy Policy.

9. NO WAIVER

Failure by the trademark owner to take action in respect of
any single instance of misuse does not constitute consent or
a waiver of rights in relation to future misuse.

10. RELATIONSHIP TO THE LICENCE
AGREEMENT

This Misuse Policy is a publicly available explanatory
document. It does not replace, vary, or override the terms
of the Trademark Licence Agreement. In the event of any
inconsistency, the Licence Agreement prevails.

The Vegan Society +44(0)121 523 1730 (option 4)

Trading International ltd trademark@vegansociety
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Birmingham, B18 6HJ
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